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Foundations of East Chicago (FEC) Leads Capacity Building Sessions for Grantee Organizations

The Foundations of East Chicago has been an icon in the East Chicago communities for over 15 years.  This has been made possible by the
endowment through the Casino Gaming and the prudent decisions of the Board of Directors.  As active members of the community, the
Board has funded organizations and individuals in endeavors to enhance the quality of life throughout East Chicago. Click here to read
more

 

George E. Weems
Interim Executive Director

October 8, 2015

Dear friends,  

Since January 2015, I have had the pleasure of assuming the role of
Interim Executive Director of the Foundations of East Chicago,
after serving as a dedicated board member since its inception.  As a
philanthropic force and community partner in East Chicago,
committed to building and sustaining a viable and safe community,
the Foundations of East Chicago are strengthening and improving
the quality of life in East Chicago, Indiana.

This is accomplished through strategic grant-making, providing
leadership, and serving as a community resource. The Foundations
of East Chicago (FEC) believes in trust, accountability, honesty,
transparency and integrity. We also have a zeal for fostering a non-
partisan spirit. FEC will continue making an impact in the
community by focusing on seven pillars: education, public safety,
health, youth development, family support, financial independence,
and community development.

The Foundations have recently achieved a number of primary goals
through employing all aspects of the 2012-2015 Strategic Plan. We
are in the process of drafting the 2016-2018 Strategic Plan. The
Board of Directors and I assure you that the revisions to the current
plan will remain consistent with the key tenant of our mission, which
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is strategic grant-making. This is executed through such programs
as 99 and One Outreach Connection, Integrated Student Services,
Universo: Educational Arts Immersion, Moms Taking Charge and
The Food Bank of Northwest Indiana, just to name a few. I
strongly feel we have made a great impact here in East Chicago. 
However, we want to do even better and have a greater effect on
the community.

In these final months of 2015, I look forward to completing the
year with great momentum that will carry the Foundations into and
through 2016 successfully. Foundations of East Chicago have a
firm legacy of skillful generosity which seeks to forge habits of mind
and heart attuned to the community of East Chicago. We will
continue compounding these efforts for maximum results. We
appreciate our many supporters and benefactors.  Lastly, I would
like to take this opportunity to thank both the Board and the
citizens of East Chicago for allowing me to serve them in this
position.  

Sincerely,
George E. Weems
Interim Executive Director

 

 
 

Peter Smith,
Board Member

Peter Smith
Peter Smith has been a loyal, dedicated and hardworking member
with the Foundations of East Chicago since its inception. Peter
serves as Secretary on the Board of Directors, is the Chair of the
Scholarship Committee and, now, we are honoring his hard work
and dedication with a newsletter spotlight.

Continue Reading...

The History of I Too Sing America Organization of NWI
In 2008, NWI native Stacy Winfield noticed that there was a lack
of widespread observance of National Black Music Month in the
region. Winfield felt that this was an occasion that should be
celebrated and used as a tool for teaching about African American
artistic culture and history. Upon speaking with several individuals
on the subject, she realized that many others felt the same way. This
prompted Winfield to start I Too Sing America Organization of
NWI.
CCCC Events in the Community
While the Concerned Calumet Citizens Committee, CCCC, is
primarily known for its production of the Calumet Day Weekend
celebration, the committee also holds several other events and
activities in the Calumet area throughout the year.

Dunes Learning Center Turns Kids into "Mighty Acorns"
Dunes Learning Center has offered a program called Mighty
Acorns for several years. This program involves the center working
with local schools to coordinate field trips for 3rd-6thgraders to
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teach them about environmental science in a more hands-on way.
Last year, East Chicago elementary schools joined the program
with the help of funding by FEC.

The History of Catholic Charities in the Region
The mission of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Gary is to help
the poor and vulnerable throughout Lake, Porter, LaPorte and
Starke counties. While the organization has many helpful programs
in place today, the history of this branch of Catholic Charities dates
back to 1957.
American Honors Scholarship Paves the Way to a Bright
Future for EC Students
Foundations of East Chicago and Ivy Tech East Chicago Campus
have helped many students over the past two years in pursuit of
their educational dreams. This is being done through the American
Honors Scholarship Program. Two of this year’s AH scholarship
recipients who are on the path to having their dreams realized are
East Chicago Central High School seniors Mar Isela Madriz-
Chavez and Luis Rivera.

 

Click here to read more on the Foundations of East Chicago Blog.
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